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REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY MAY 12, 2025 @6:00 PM 

CHERRYVILLE COMMUNITY BUILDING 

W.J. ALLRAN JR. COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

106 S. JACOB STREET CHERRYVILLE, NC 28021 
 

I. Call to Order: Mayor H.L. Beam 

The Honorable Mayor H.L. Beam called the meeting to order. Councilmembers, Jill Puett, Jon Abernethy, Gary Freeman 
and Janice Hovis were present. City Manager Brian Dalton, City Clerk Mary Beth Tackett, Fire Chief Jason Wofford, 
Downtown Director David Day, Planning and Zoning Director Richard Elam, Police Chief Brandon Hunsucker, and Finance 
Director Dixie Wall were also present. Lincoln Times News and Wise News was present for media coverage 

II. Invocation: Pastor Matt Thomas, Second Baptist Church  

Invocation was delivered by John Roghelia, First Baptist Church. 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 

IV. Agenda Approval 

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to approve the agenda as written.  

Councilmember Hovis seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

V. Approval of Minutes 

Councilmember Puett made a motion to approve both sets of minutes listed below: 
 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING APRIL 14, 2025 

B. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR WORK SESSION/BUDGET SESSION APRIL 29, 2025 

(with the amendment request by Council Member Hovis to page 9 Electric Department- Item 2, to Clarify 

that a backyard machine was requested for budget Minutes by the Electric Department)   

 

Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous 
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VI. Mayor’s Comments 

Mayor H.L. Beam provided the following Comments: 

 

- Thanked the Cherryville Chamber of Commerce and volunteers for organizing the 2025 Cherry Blossom Festival, and 

congratulated Emily Dellinger on her first successful event. 

- Reported that 14 additional planting urns were ordered and placed in the downtown district. 

- Announced the Gaston Business Association’s black-tie gala, “Salute to Business,” on May 22, 2025, where Beam 

Construction will be honored with the Spirit of the Economy Award. 

- Announced that Cherryville has been awarded two regional American Legion tournaments for 2026 and 2027, involving 

14 states. 

- Recognized May 11–16 as National Skilled Nursing Care Week, noting his visit to Carolina Care on May 12 to present a 

proclamation, with a visit to Peak Resources planned for May 15. 

- Noted that proposed budget books for FY 2025–2026 were distributed by City Manager Brian Dalton and Finance 

Director Dixie Wall for Council’s review prior to the scheduled June vote. 

VII. Citizens to Be Heard 

Citizens were given the opportunity to address the council. Comments were limited to 3 minutes per speaker. 

 No Citizens spoke.  

VIII. Proclamation of Poppy Day: H.L. Beam 

Mayor H.L. Beam Presented a Proclamation for Poppy Day to Council Member Jill Puett and other American Legion 

Auxiliary Members in attendance.  
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IX. Public Hearing for Rezoning a rezoning request for PID#305524: Planning & 

Zoning Director Richard  

Councilmember Freeman made a motion to enter into public hearing. Council member Hovis seconded the motion and 

the vote unanimous. Mr. Elam approached the podium to go over the request for rezoning and explained all 

requirements had been met. Mr. Elam noted that the rezoning had been unanimously approved by the planning board. 

Mayor Beam asked if there were any Citizen that would like to speak. There were none. Councilmember Abernethy made 

a motion to exit public hearing. Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  
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Statement of Consistency Vote 
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Item #1  

Councilmember Hovis made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  

Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 

Item #2 

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  

Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to Grant the Rezoning of PID #305524.  

Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 

Rezoning Granted. 
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X. Public Hearing for Voluntary Annexation of PID# 305524: Planning & Zoning 

Director Richard  

Councilmember Hovis made a motion to enter into public hearing. Council member Abernethy seconded the motion and 

the vote unanimous. Mr. Elam approached the podium to go over the request for rezoning and explained all 

requirements had been met. Mayor Beam asked if there were any Citizen that would like to speak. There were none. 

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to exit public hearing. Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the 

vote was unanimous.  

 

 

XI. Consideration to set a public Hearing for the Proposed Budget of Fiscal Year 

2025/2026: Finance Director Dixie Wall 
 

Motion to set a public hearing date of June 9, 2025, for the proposed budget of fiscal year 2025/2026 

Councilmember Hovis made a motion to approve.  

Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous 

Status: Approved 
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XII. ABC Board Travel Policy: City Manager Brian Dalton 

City Manager Dalton recommended renewing the ABC Board’s travel policy, allowing them to continue using the City’s 

policy. 

Councilmember Hovis made a motion to approve the Travel Policy for the ABC Board.  

Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 
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.XIII. Other Business 

Council Thanked the Volunteers and Sponsors that helped with the Plantings of the new Downtown District Flower Urns.  

Council Also Thanked Will Upchurch for his guidance in getting the soil and plants for the project.  

City Manager Brian Dalton Recognized May 11-17 2025 as National Police Week and thanked all of our local, state and 

federal law enforcement officers. 

City Manager Dalton reported Beam Construction awarded the contract for Construction Manager at Risk at risk for City 

Hall updates  

City Manager Dalton reported that after working with Billy Crews and Pam Hood at Justice Crews Insurance, staff was 

able to get the Blue Cross Blue Sheild insurance rates down from the proposed 28% down to 10% with rebate programs 

expected to bring the rate to single digits. 

 

XIV. Adjournment 
Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the 

vote was unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 6:42pm. 
 

  

                                             ________________ 

                                                      H.L. Beam, Mayor 

 

 

______________ 

Mary Beth Tackett, City Clerk  

 

 (SEAL) 
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