REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY MAY 12, 2025 @6:00 PM
CHERRYVILLE COMMUNITY BUILDING
W.J. ALLRAN JR. COUNCIL CHAMBERS
106 S. JACOB STREET CHERRYVILLE, NC 28021

|. Call to Order: Mayor H.L. Beam

The Honorable Mayor H.L. Beam called the meeting to order. Councilmembers, Jill Puett, Jon Abernethy, Gary Freeman
and Janice Hovis were present. City Manager Brian Dalton, City Clerk Mary Beth Tackett, Fire Chief Jason Wofford,
Downtown Director David Day, Planning and Zoning Director Richard Elam, Police Chief Brandon Hunsucker, and Finance
Director Dixie Wall were also present. Lincoln Times News and Wise News was present for media coverage

Il. Invocation: Pastor Matt Thomas, Second Baptist Church

Invocation was delivered by John Roghelia, First Baptist Church.

lll. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

IV. Agenda Approval

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to approve the agenda as written.
Councilmember Hovis seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.

V. Approval of Minutes

Councilmember Puett made a motion to approve both sets of minutes listed below:

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING APRIL 14, 2025

B. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR WORK SESSION/BUDGET SESSION APRIL 29, 2025
(with the amendment request by Council Member Hovis to page 9 Electric Department- Item 2, to Clarify
that a backyard machine was requested for budget Minutes by the Electric Department)

Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous
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VI. Mayor’s Comments

Mayor H.L. Beam provided the following Comments:

- Thanked the Cherryville Chamber of Commerce and volunteers for organizing the 2025 Cherry Blossom Festival, and
congratulated Emily Dellinger on her first successful event.

- Reported that 14 additional planting urns were ordered and placed in the downtown district.

- Announced the Gaston Business Association’s black-tie gala, “Salute to Business,” on May 22, 2025, where Beam
Construction will be honored with the Spirit of the Economy Award.

- Announced that Cherryville has been awarded two regional American Legion tournaments for 2026 and 2027, involving
14 states.

- Recognized May 11-16 as National Skilled Nursing Care Week, noting his visit to Carolina Care on May 12 to present a
proclamation, with a visit to Peak Resources planned for May 15.

- Noted that proposed budget books for FY 2025—-2026 were distributed by City Manager Brian Dalton and Finance
Director Dixie Wall for Council’s review prior to the scheduled June vote.

VII. Citizens to Be Heard

Citizens were given the opportunity to address the council. Comments were limited to 3 minutes per speaker.

No Citizens spoke.

VIII. Proclamation of Poppy Day: H.L. Beam

Mayor H.L. Beam Presented a Proclamation for Poppy Day to Council Member Jill Puett and other American Legion
Auxiliary Members in attendance.
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City of Cherryville, North Carolina

Office of the Mayor

Proclamation
National Poppy Day
May 23, 2025

WHEREAS, the red poppy has become a nationally recognized symbol of sacrifice worn to honor the men and
women who served and died for our country in all wars; and

WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary has pledged to remind America each year of the sacrifice made by our
veterans through the distribution of the symbolic red poppy; and

WHEREAS, the red poppy symbolizes the blood shed by those who have paid the ultimate price for our freedoms
and is an emblem of remembrance and hope for a peaceful future; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cherryville recognizes the importance of honoring those who have served in our armed
forces and showing support for our veterans, active-duty military personnel, and their families; and

WHEREAS, National Poppy Day, held on the Friday before Memorial Day, encourages all citizens to wear a red
poppy as a visible tribute to those who have served and sacrificed for the freedoms we enjoy today;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, H.L. Beam, Mayor of the City of Cherryville, do hereby proclaim May 23, 2025, as National
Poppy Day in the City of Cherryville and encourage all citizens to wear a red poppy to honor America’s fallen
heroes and show our unwavering support for our veterans.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, [ have hereunto set my hand and-caused the Seal of the City of Cherryville to be affixed this
8th day of May, 2025. ¥z G .,

g 7 2 oy “

2 A A = A b :
7 Mary B% Tackett

H.L. Beam
(SEAL) City Clerk, City of Cherryville

Mayor, City of Cherryville

IX. Public Hearing for Rezoning a rezoning request for PID#305524: Planning &
Zoning Director Richard

Councilmember Freeman made a motion to enter into public hearing. Council member Hovis seconded the motion and
the vote unanimous. Mr. Elam approached the podium to go over the request for rezoning and explained all
requirements had been met. Mr. Elam noted that the rezoning had been unanimously approved by the planning board.
Mayor Beam asked if there were any Citizen that would like to speak. There were none. Councilmember Abernethy made
a motion to exit public hearing. Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.
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STATEMENT OF CONSISTENCY

CITY OF CHERRYVILLE

REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 19.1.10 OF
THE CITY OF CHERRYVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

The Cherryville City Council held a Public Hearing on May 12™, 2025 to consider

Rezoning Parcel # 305524, After the Public Hearing and discussion of the Rezoning the

Council draws the following CONCLUSIONS:
It is the Council’'s CONCLUSION that the proposed Rezonin|
Consistent with the City of Cherryville Land Use Plan adopted in August, 2012,

j A
2. The Council finds the proposed Rezoni @S-NOT ble and

ES-NO in the public interest. This conclusion is based on the following:
NNy
B e
=, OF CHER W
~ 44)‘_&\.

Remarks:

Ordered this 12 day of May, 2025
W2
Vs
Mary Beth i&ckelt— City Clerk

NE L=

H.L. Beam IIT — Mayor

Item #1
Councilmember Hovis made a motion to close the Public Hearing.
Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.

ltem #2
Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to close the Public Hearing.
Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.
Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to Grant the Rezoning of PID #305524

Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.
Rezoning Granted.
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X. Public Hearing for Voluntary Annexation of PID# 305524: Planning & Zoning
Director Richard

Councilmember Hovis made a motion to enter into public hearing. Council member Abernethy seconded the motion and
the vote unanimous. Mr. Elam approached the podium to go over the request for rezoning and explained all
requirements had been met. Mayor Beam asked if there were any Citizen that would like to speak. There were none.
Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to exit public hearing. Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the

vote was unanimous.

ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN CONTIGUOUS REAL PROPERTY TO
THE CITY OF CHERRYVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, the CHERRYVILLE City Council has been petitioned under G.S. 160A-58.1 of the General
Statues of North Carolina, to annex the area described as 1115 Delview Rd {Gaston County PID #305524};

and
WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of
the petition; and
WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified the sufficiency of the petition and a Public Hearing on the

question of this annexation was held at the Cherryville Community Building In the W.J. Allran Councii
Chambers at 106 S Jacob Street, on May 12'%, 2025, after due notice by publication on April 23", April 30

angd May 7%, 2025; and

WHEREAS, after the notice was duly given in compliance with the pertinent provisions of Chapter
160A-58.2 of the General Statues of North Carolina, 3 public hearing was held before the City Council of
the ity of Cherryville, North Caralina, at a regular meeting held in the Cherryvilie Community Center in
Cherryville, on May 12, 2025 relative to the annexation of land that is contiguous to the existing city
houndary hereinafter described to the City of Cherryville; and

WHEREAS, at said public hearing all persons who question the necessity for the annexation were
given an opportunity to ba heard along with propanents of such anaexation; and

WHEREAS, 3fter the completion of said public hearing, the City Council has determined that the
petition for Annexation meets the requirement of said Chapter 160A-58.2 of the General Statutes of Nort
Carolina, and has further determined, after due and careful deliberation, that it is for the best interest of
the City of Cherryville and its citizens that the contiguous real property proposed be annexed to the City of
Cherryvifle; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it to be in the best interests of the City of Cherryville to modify the
boundaries of the electoral district in order to afford the citizens of the annexed area full participation in
the electaral process of the City of Cherryville and in order to comply with State and Federal law

X|. Consideration to set a public Hearing for the Proposed Budget of Fiscal Year

(1) The rural fire department shall certify to the city each year the amount that will
be expended for debt service subject Lo be shared by the city as provided by
subscetion (a) of this section: and

@ I'he amount d d under subdivis (1) of this sut shall be

by the p d ined by dividing the assessed valuation of
the area of the district annexed by the asscssed valuation of the entire district,
cach such valuation to be fixed as of the date the annexation ordinance becomes
effective.
(c) I'his section does not apply in any year a5 1o any anncxed area(s) for which the payment
calculated under this seetion as 1o all annexation ordinances adopted under this Part by a city
during a particular calendar year does not exceed one hundred dollars (§100.00).
(d)  Thecity and rural fire department shall jointly present a payment schedule to the Local
Government Commission for approval and no payment may be made until such schedule is
approved. The |.ocal Government Commission shall approve a payment schedule agreed upon
between the city and the rural fire department in cases where the assessed valuation of the
district may not readily be ifthercis a ble basis for the (1989,
c. 598,s.2.)

Please provide the information indicating:
1. The tax value of the area annexed as of the effective date of the annexation ordinance of May
2%, 2025 in the amount of §__18.93  and the tax value of the district is S__83,140.00 .
This yields the percentage of debt for which the City of Cherryville is responsible calculated in
accordance with NCGS 160A-31.1(b){2) of __0.00020926 %.

2. Your total debt principle on facilities and equipment as of October 14, 2024 is
S At the present time, your payments are §

Under the statute above, the rural fire department must certify each year o the City of
Cherryville, the amount to rural fire department will expend for debt that year that is subject
being shared (i.e.. is for equipment or facilities and was existing on the date of the petition).

With the information supplicd above, the City of Cherryville will review and negotiate an
agreement with Hugh's Pond Volunteer Fire Department

The information above must be completed and returned to the City of Cherryville within thirty
(30) days. up to a maximum of forty-five (45) days, or forfeit Section 160A-31.1 rights as found
e dicesaiyna 704-435-1705 or by e-

- OF C, W,

above. [f you have questions or ¢oi

n

erns, please contact

mail at pgres fcherrvvil = N
= FL Sph,
Fu 5 )
Cordially. H )
Yo H (st
hrondackiO 4
Mary Beth Tadgett - City Clerk % H
City of Cherryville, North Carolina 28021 "% 7
Now F
Wy CAROV
AN

2025/2026: Finance Director Dixie Wall

Motion to set a public hearing date of June 9, 2025, for the proposed budget of fiscal year 2025/2026

Councilmember Hovis made a motion to approve.

Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous

Status: Approved
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XIl. ABC Board Travel Policy: City Manager Brian Dalton

City Manager Dalton recommended renewing the ABC Board'’s travel policy, allowing them to continue using the City’s
policy.

Councilmember Hovis made a motion to approve the Travel Policy for the ABC Board.
Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.

in the traveler's conference or meeting registration, the following
reimbursement limits for each meal, inclusive of tips, shall be observed:

Breakfast  $6.00
Lunch $12.00
CITY OF CHERRYVILLE/ABC BOARD Dinner $16.00

TRAVEL POLICY (2) The City will reimburse an employee for use of their personal vehicle for
COMPENSATION FOR BUSINESS TRAVEL City business when authorized by the City Manager. The amoust of

reimburse will be calculated on the shortest route possible and the rate of

(A)  Absence due to official business: bm:‘r;l::’x::::up ::;’tlc:; at the approvel mileage rate. City vehicles should
(1) Regular pay will continue during any authorized absence from the City on (3) Authorized travelers are expected to depart as soon as practicable after the
official business. When an employee is away from the job on official City Conclusion of their business or meeting, except no employee will be
business or is participating in authorized training courses, or attending expected to travel between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 am.
ized p it will be as officially
working. This time will not be counted against their vacation or other (4) Living expenses will not be paid to any employs for time they could have
authorized leave. reasonably left their destination away from the City.
(2) Employees absent from the City on official business will be covered by ) ALihe, w"d“‘.xm Of such travel, receipes shall be required to support all
Workers' C o e with the “North Carolina expenses relating Lo lodging, fuel, and any other incidental expenses where
Workers' Comy tion Act”. a receipt may be obtained. Receipts are not required for mileage expense,
pons meals where the per diem rate is claimed or other expenses where receipts
. - . are not normally given. Unused advance travel expenses shall be tumed in
(3) The travel portion of the pecsonnel policies applies to regular City 1o the Finance Director at the time such reconciliation of travel expenses is
employees, City Manager, Volunteer Firefighters, City Attomey, Mayor made. The City Manager or Manager’s designee shall provide an
and Council members. appropriate travel expense form, including instructions, for use in
Tequesting a travel advance and for reconciling such expenses at the end of
(B)  Reimbursement for travel expenses:

the travel activity or trip.
(6) The City Manager's travel, training, and other business expense shall be

All full-time employees of the City and all elected or appointed officials of the upproved by the Mayor

City shall be entitled to travel, lodging, and meal expenses, as authorized on
the travel authorization form, incurred in the course of their employment,
clected term of office or in the performance of their duties as public officials.
All non-clected or non-appointed travelers must have prior approval of the
City Manager and their respective department supervisor, utilizing the
appropriate form supplied by the City Manager or manager's designee.
Expenses can be advanced for meals, lodging, or other eligible expenses for
approved overnight travel. Expenses shall be reimbursed as follows:

(7) All exceptions to this policy will require the City Manager's approval.

(C)  Local Reimbursable Business Expenses:

By approval of the City Manager, a reasonable local business expense can be
charged to the City of reimbursed to the individual incurring this expense,
Examples of events cligible for reimbursable cxpenses include:

* Joint meetings with Gaston County, Council of Governments, State

(1) Meals will be reimbursed on a per diem basis for trips as approved by the Agencies, Federal Agencies, etc.

department head. The per diem meal allowance for & full day travel period
is $34.00. No receipts are required to claim the per diem reimbursement.

*  Meetings with legitimate business clients.
If the travel period is for less than a full day, or if some meals arc included

37 38

Organitzed meais sseh 15 Boy o¢ Girl Scout Day, Governmeal Day, elc

Meetings with the Mayor, Ciey Council, City Mansges, Cicy Attormey,
o¢ Department Supesvisoes wheee cordicting City business can be
sccomplished mare cffectively.

Similar function where the City's business is conducted

The City Manager will be respossible for orovading foems o
cxplain end accourt for thees expenses. Al reimbarsemonts will require
appvopriate receipts s a (al explaalion 10 justiy these expenses

Approved this duy of September, 2012.

Msjor. Rodert Austell

City Clek. Paige Green

SEAL

39
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XIIl. Other Business

Council Thanked the Volunteers and Sponsors that helped with the Plantings of the new Downtown District Flower Urns.
Council Also Thanked Will Upchurch for his guidance in getting the soil and plants for the project.

City Manager Brian Dalton Recognized May 11-17 2025 as National Police Week and thanked all of our local, state and
federal law enforcement officers.

City Manager Dalton reported Beam Construction awarded the contract for Construction Manager at Risk at risk for City
Hall updates

City Manager Dalton reported that after working with Billy Crews and Pam Hood at Justice Crews Insurance, staff was
able to get the Blue Cross Blue Sheild insurance rates down from the proposed 28% down to 10% with rebate programs
expected to bring the rate to single digits.

XIV. Adjournment

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the
vote was unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 6:42pm.

H.L. Beam, Mayor

Mary Beth Tackett, City Clerk

(SEAL)
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