REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY JUNE 9, 2025 @6:00 PM
CHERRYVILLE COMMUNITY BUILDING
W.J. ALLRAN JR. COUNCIL CHAMBERS
106 S. JACOB STREET CHERRYVILLE, NC 28021

|. Call to Order: Mayor H.L. Beam

The Honorable Mayor H.L. Beam called the meeting to order. Councilmembers, Jill
Puett, Jon Abernethy, Gary Freeman and Janice Hovis were present. City Manager
Brian Dalton, City Clerk Mary Beth Tackett, Fire Chief Jason Wofford, Assist Fire
Chief Colby Heffner, Downtown Director David Day, Planning and Zoning Director
Richard Elam, Police Chief Brandon Hunsucker, Public Works Director Chris King and
Finance Director Dixie Wall were also present. Lincoln Times News and Wise News
was present for media coverage

Il. Invocation: Pastor Scott Homesley, St. John’s Lutheran Church

Invocation was delivered by Scott Homesley, St. John’s Lutheran Church.

lll. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

IV. Agenda Approval

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to approve the agenda as written.
Councilmember Hovis seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.
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V. Approval of Minutes

Councilmember Puett made a motion to approve both sets of minutes listed
below:

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MAY 12, 2025
B. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR WORK SESSION MAY 27, 2025

Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous

VI. Mayor’s Comments

Work continues at the Historical Museum with both interior and exterior
painting. Once completed, the building will have a new roof, HVAC system,
fresh paint, and updated electrical.

The Community Building exterior painting is complete. Several trees were
removed in the front to allow for new landscaping lights and mulch
installation.

A fence has been installed around the playground at the Larry & Carolyn
Summer Recreation Center.

Issues were reported with the gym basketball floor buckling near one of the
goals. The cause was linked to the HVAC system, which has been addressed.
Floor repair is still in progress.

Dixie Youth and Little League are finishing their regular seasons. Cherryville
Little League will host the 9/10-year-old All-Star Tournament beginning June
20th.

Pickleball courts at West Gate Park and Ranbar Park are seeing high usage.
The City’s Splash Pad continues to be popular, operating from 10:00 AM to
8:00 PM daily. The YMCA pool has reopened with hours from 1:00 PM to
7:00 PM, Wednesday through Sunday.

Plats were received and signed off for a new development by Tru-Homes on
the Howell Stroupe property on West Highway 150. Phase one of the
project will include approximately 100 new homes.
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“No Parking” signs have been installed on South Dixie Street and are being
monitored by the Cherryville Police Department.

VII. Citizens to Be Heard

Citizens were given the opportunity to address the council. Comments were
limited to 3 minutes per speaker.

o Dawn Whitworth, 1121 Jennifer Lane — Requested that City Council shift
focus to addressing unsightly areas around town now that Main Street
improvements are complete. She also expressed concern about the
responsiveness of the code enforcement company currently used,
particularly the delay between citizen complaints regarding overgrown grass
and enforcement action. Additionally, she voiced concerns about the city’s
ability to handle the rapid growth from new housing developments, citing
strain on infrastructure and schools.

« RickJenks, 106 Summers Place — Shared concerns regarding interactions
with the City related to storm damage cleanup, future contracting
opportunities, and payment issues involving Gary Simpson.

o Sid Stroupe, 207 West Academy Street — Reported that museum
renovations are nearly complete and cleaning is underway. He noted that
display reassembly will begin on the ground floor and move upward. Mr.
Stroupe also thanked the 15 volunteers who assisted with the process.

VIIl. Presentation from The Cherryville ABC Board

James Russell Beam and Allen Fraley presented Mayor and Council with a check
for $35,000 from the Cherryville ABC Board. They noted that a second check will
be issued after completion of the Board’s annual audit.

IX. Presentation from The Association of Animal Welfare

Ashleigh Carpenter presented on behalf of the Association of Animal Welfare, a
nonprofit advocating for equal rights for animals. She shared a story of local
animal cruelty the organization helped address. Ms. Carpenter indicated she
would return with a more detailed presentation during the June 24 work session.
She requested the city consider endorsing the association and left informational
materials for review.
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X. Consideration OF Appointments to The Cherryville Main
Street Committee

As required by the Main Street Bylaws and the City of Cherryville, below are the
nominations presented to the City Council to serve on the Cherryville Main Street
program. The below individuals are nominated by the Board of Directors of the
Cherryville Main Street Program and were selected from a list of volunteers who
asked to serve and fill the vacant seats or continue serving.

Main Street Chair
Donna Beringer — (2025-2027) (re-election)

Design Team: Promotions Team:

Elizabeth Osborn 2025-2027 - New Amanda McCorkle — 2025/2027 (re-election)
Chris Osborn 2025-2027 - New Tina Feemster —2025/2027 (re-election)
Katie Rose Schnurr 2025-2027 - New Donna Beringer — 2025/2027 (re-election)
Amy Schnurr — 2025-2027 - New Paula Rupard — 2025/2027 (re-election)

Kim Rainwater — 2025/2027 (re-election) Madison Moss Dellinger — 2025/2027 (re-
Hanna Garett — 2025-2027 (re-election) election)

Chair - Tina Clark — 2025/2027 (re-election) Al Graves 2025/2027 — New

N .
—Esfetv: P?':t';e:;l e;g;%r/\zgglt;)w i Not up for re-election below names

Sherry Bingham — 2024/2026 Bernice Harris 2024-2026

Economic Vitality Team: _ Not up for re-election below names

Chair - Vickie Spurling — 2025/2027 (re-election) Chair - Angela Walker — 2024/2026 (re-election)
John Rudasill - 2025/2027 (re-election) Pam McGinnis — 2024/2026 (re-election)

Kathy Bumgarner — 2025/2027 (re-election)

Anna Anthony 2025-2027 - New Architectural Review Board (none for re-
Jeremy Jackson 2025-2027 - New election)

Bess Thornburg — 2025-2027 (re-election)
Scott Beam — 2025 — 2027 (re-election)
Tim Moss - 2025 — 2027 (re-election)
Stan Bumgarner — 2025 — 2027

Not up for re-election below names
Darrell Shepherd — 2-year term — 2024/2026
Amanda Owensby — 2024/2026

Not up for re-election below names
Doug Blackburn — 2024-2026
Chair - Vickie Spurling — 2024-2026

Councilmember Puett made a motion to approve all the appointments to the
Cherryville Main Street Committee

Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.
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XI. Consideration of Setting a Public Hearing for July 14, 2025
for An Amendment to The City of Cherryville Zoning Map on
Property Identified as Gaston County Parcel ID #159109 (363
Anthony Grove Road). Requesting A Rezoning Change From R-40
(Rural Residential) to CZ/R-15 (Conditional Zoning/Single Family
Residential)

Motion to set a public hearing date of July 14th, 2025, for and amendment to the
City of Cherryville Zoning Map of PID# 159109: Requesting a Rezoning change
from R40to CZ/R-15 Presented by Planning & Zoning Director Richard Elam.
Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to approve

Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous

XIl. Consideration of Setting a Public Hearing for The Issuance of
a Special Use Permit For 363 Anthony Grove Rd, (PID # 159109
To Allow for A 125 Residential Lot Development as Required by
The City of Cherryville Zoning Ordinance Per Part 6, Section 6.5
Cluster Development.

Motion to set a public hearing date of July 14th, 2025, for The Issuance of a
Special Use Permit for PID# 159109: to Allow for 125 Residential lot Development.
Presented by Planning & Zoning Director Richard Elam

Councilmember Freeman made a motion to approve

Councilmember Hovis seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous

XIII. Consideration of Public Hearing RE: Adoption of Proposed
FY 2025/2026 Annual Budget

Councilmember Puett made a motion to enter into public hearing. Council
member Hovis seconded the motion and the vote unanimous.

City Manager Brian Dalton presented the proposed budget, totaling $18,777,275,
and provided an overview of its highlights, including:
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A 10% cost of living adjustment (COLA) for all full-time employees to ensure
competitive compensation with neighboring municipalities.

Health insurance premium increases were initially projected at 28% but
were negotiated down to 10% with assistance from Billy Crews and Pam
Hood.

Increases to the state retirement contributions:
o General employees: from 13.66% to 14.35%

o Law enforcement: from 15.04% to 16.10%

Addition of one new full-time firefighter position with the intent to expand
to three per shift if awarded the SAFER Grant.

No salaries will be paid from Powell Bill funds, allowing those funds
(5200,000) to be used exclusively for road repairs and maintenance.

Capital purchases include:
o A new boom truck for large bulk pickups ($260,000)
o Alawn mower for the recreation department

o A new dump truck (instead of a back truck)

Several cost-saving measures were implemented to help keep the overall
budget increase to only 5.5% over the previous fiscal year, despite
significant cost pressures.

o Example: A 4WD vehicle needed by the wastewater department was
reassigned from the police department, saving approximately
$55,000.

City Finance Director Dixie Wall confirmed that a budget surplus is anticipated
and that the fund balance is expected to increase, continuing the positive
financial trajectory of recent years.

Additional highlights:
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« Property tax rate remains at $0.48 per $100 of valuation.
« Noincreases to electric, water, or sewer rates.
o Cherryville continues to have one of the lowest electric rates in the region.

o Residential and commercial growth has increased demand for city utility
services, and developers are consistently choosing Cherryuville.

City Manager Dalton also provided an update on state discussions concerning
Powell Bill funding and possible future impacts.

Following the presentation, the Mayor opened the floor for public comments.

Sid Stroupe asked whether the fund balance could help pave additional roads.
City Manager Dalton responded that eight roads are scheduled for paving this
year and emphasized the importance of maintaining a strong general fund for
storm response and infrastructure investments.

Councilmember Puett made a motion to exit public hearing. Councilmember
Abernethy seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to approve the proposed 2025/2026
FY Budget.
Councilmember Freeman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous

XIV. Consideration of Audit Contract for FY 2025

Mr. Dalton asked for consideration for the audit contract for FY 2025. He shared
that the cost for the audit is approximately $58,320.00. Councilmember Abernethy
made a motion to accept the audit contract for FY 2025. Councilmember Freeman
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.

XV. Other Business
There was no other business discussed

XVI. Adjournment

Councilmember Abernethy made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Councilmember Puett seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. The
meeting adjourned at 7:12 pm
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H.L. Beam, Mayor

Mary Beth Tackett, City Clerk

(SEAL)
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