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PRESS RELEASE FEBRUARY 16, 2026

The City of Cherryville is aware of a recent Wise News Network article and related inquiries about the
Rutherford Crossing apartment complex at 1444 West Academy Street, Cherryville, and the City of
Cherryville's Westgate Park, at 1109 and 1113 West Carroll extension, Cherryville.

Questions have circulated regarding each site’s environmental status and whether conditions may pose
a risk to future occupants or the public. The City of Cherryville relies on the North Carolina Department
of Environmental Quality for guidance and instruction in any matters of this type. We want to reassure
everyone, especially residents and neighbors in this area of our town, that these parcels have been
studied and thoroughly monitored by North Carolina’s Department of Environmental Quality over many
years, and per NCDEQ, each site is safe for their designated and intended usage.

The City’s only tangible involvement with the privately developed Rutherford Crossing Apartments was in
the rezoning and pre-construction plat approval processes. However, throughout construction the site
has been subject to continuous testing by NCDEQ. This oversight is designed to protect public health
and to assess any potential impacts. On February 5, 2026 NCDEQ Brownfields Redevelopment Section
issued a notice to the owner of the property, Rutherford Crossing LP, on the ‘final grade soil sample
analytical data’. The NCDEQ’s assessment was that ‘the evaluation results indicate that soil conditions
are acceptable for the proposed residential use’. Furthermore, the City of Cherryville has no jurisdiction
nor involvement as to the decision of when occupancy may begin.

Concerning the separate issue of the Westgate Park property, and two parcels of land owned by the City
since the 1920’s and 1950’s; this area many years ago was used as a landfill, with the ‘park’ established
in large part through federal grants in the 1970’s. A ‘pre-regulatory landfill program’ was developed by
DEQ in 2007, and as a result monitoring wells were installed in a specific area of the park in 2017. Since
then, there has been consistent monitoring and yearly reporting of all findings from the NCDEQ. While
there are limitations on usage and restrictions on disturbance of soil, the park today, as it has always
been, remains open and safe for its intended public use.

(More information on all Gaston County pre-regulatory landfill sites — please refer to: download )

The City of Cherryville considers the safety of all our residents and citizens to be our highest priority. We
are committed to clarity of information and will work with all state partners to ensure ongoing compliance.
The City further encourages all citizens to trust verified public information from regulatory agencies, and
not rely on random speculation and conjecture as to what ‘may be happening’.

Further information on these or other properties in NC can be found by contacting North Carolina
Department of Environmental Quality ( NC Dept. of Environmental Quality 877-623-6748).

Information on occupancy or questions concerning the Rutherford Crossing Apartments, contact
Rutherford Crossing, LP ( Rutherford Crossing | Apartments in Cherryville, NC 980-552-5710).

If there are any questions, or if you need assistance from the City of Cherryville, please reach out
anytime — cityofcherryville.com - (704) 435-1700.

Thank you and best regards,
Wade Stroupe — Mayor of Cherryville


https://www.deq.nc.gov/waste-management/dwm/sf/ihs/pre-regulatory-landfill-inventory-december-2023/download?attachment
https://www.deq.nc.gov/
https://rutherfordcrossing.wodagroup.com/

